
Press release – for immediate release

Two days of Annikki Poetry Festival. A new landmark for Tampere:
a mural featuring poetry by Mirkka Rekola.

The Annikki Poetry Festival will be held again next summer – now for the 15th time. For the first 
time, the festival will extend to two days, taking place on 5–6 June 2020. The theme will be I love –
let the whole world know it. The programme will include performers who boldly express their 
identity through their artistic work.

The Finnish Government recommends that any event with more than 500 people should be 
cancelled until the end of May. The Annikki Poetry Festival will take place on June, so our 
volunteer work for the festival continues. We are closely following the coronavirus situation and 
official instructions. 

The first day of the Annikki Poetry Festival will open with the unveiling of a mural featuring poetry
by Mirkka Rekola, to be located in the vicinity of the Annikki Wooden Quarter. Covering the 
entire end wall of a seven-storey building, the work will be created by top Finnish mural artist 
Teemu Mäenpää. The poetry mural will be a new landmark for Tampere, one of the most 
prominent works of art in the city. 

On the first day of the festival, Friday, 5 June, the events will take place in various parts of 
Tampere. On Saturday, 6 June, the poetry festival will be held in its usual setting, the unique yard of
the Annikki Wooden Quarter, whose history spans over a century. The poetry festival will now be 
partly free of charge, with free admission to the events on the first day. The Annikki Poetry Festival 
will be preceded by two days of Annikki OFF, a series of events around the city.

One of the festival’s international performers will be the American Flying Words Project. For the 
first time, the Finnish audience will be introduced to American Sign Language poetry, originally 
created in sign language. Sign language has been seen in poetry before, but usually only when 
poetry created by people who hear is interpreted into sign language – this time it is the other way 
around. Sign language enables rich imagery and use of space, resulting in a type of poetry that is 
entirely its own. Other international performers include Palestinian-Syrian-Swedish poet Ghayath 
Almadhoun, British poet and musician Zena Edwards, who is known as a great performer, and 
Māra Zālīte, one of Latvia’s most significant contemporary poets. 

Some of the poetry festival’s Finnish performers will be Hannu Mäkelä, Signe, Niillas Holmberg,
Sanni Purhonen, Happonen, Paleface & Viljanen, Pelle & Romantiks, Elsa Tölli and Adikia. 
The festival’s prose breaks will feature Monika Fagerholm and Siiri Enoranta, among others. As 
usual, there will also be debutant[e] poets, music, art exhibitions, high-quality programme for 
children as well as surprise performers. The programme also includes announcing the candidates for
the Einari Vuorela Poetry Award. 

In 2003, the residents of the Annikki Wooden Quarter in Tampere founded a poetry event in their 
yard. Since then, the Annikki Poetry Festival has developed into one of Finland’s largest and most 
international poetry events and original cultural festivals. The poetry festival is organised by 
volunteers every two years.
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